











SPECIES CONSERVATION MEASURES AND PERMITTING GUIDELINES

Other authorizations for Take
*  Asdescribed in Rule 68A-27.007{2}{c), F.A.C., land management activities (e.g., wetland restoration,
prescribed fire, mechanical removal of invasive species, and herbicide application) that benefit
wildlife and are not inconsistent with FWC Management Plans are authorized and do not require a
parmit authorizing incidental take.

¢ Emergency water management actions for human health and safety, such as flood control.

Coordination with Other State and Federal Agencies

The Santa Fe cave crayfish is an example of a species dependent on the integrity of the aquifer and the karst
windows that expose it to aboveground habitats. Ensuring the long-term survival of the crayfish will require
communication and coordination with the multiple entities at the state, local, and private level. These are
entities that can help regulate, ameliorate, or avoid potential threats, and whose responsibilities, policies,
and actions directly or indirectly impact the Santa Fe cave crayfish and its subterranean habitat. The DEP
coordinates the development and implementation of basin management action plans (BMAPs) to assess,
monitor, and improve the water quality of water bodies in the basin that are considered “impaired” by
pollution {DEP 2010). A BMAP prepared for Santa Fe River {DEP 2012) addresses water quality issues for
some drainages in or near the range of the Santa Fe cave crayfish.

The FWC participates in other state and federal regulatory programs as a reviewing agency. During review,
FWC identifies and recommends measures to address fish and wildlife resources to be incorporated into
other agencies’ regulatory processes. FWC provides recommendations for addressing potential impacts to
state listed species in permits issued by other agencies. If permits issued by other agencies adequately
address all requirements for issuing a State-Threatenad species take permit, the FWC will consider these
regulatory processes to fulfill the requirements of Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C., with a minimal application process.
This may be accomplished by issuing a concurrent take permit from the FWC, by a memorandum of
understanding with the cooperating agency, or by a programmatic permit issued to another agency. These
permits would be issued based on the understanding that implementation of project commitments will
satisfy the requirements of Rule 68A-27.007, F.A.C.

Review of Land and Water Conversion projects with State-Listed Species Conditions for Avoidance,
Minimization and Mitigation of Take
*  FWC staff, in coordination with other state agencies, provide comments to federal agencies {e.g., the
Army Corps of Engineers) on federal actions, such as projects initiated by a federal agency or permits
being approved by a federal agency.
¢ FWC staff works with landowners, local jurisdictions, and state agencies such as the Department of
Economic Opportunity on large-scale land use decisions, including long-term planning projects like
sector plans, projects in Areas of Critical State Concern, and large-scale comprehensive plan
amendments.
¢  FWOC staff coordinates with state agencies such as the DEP and the five Water Management Districts
on the Environmental Resource Permitting {(ERP) program, which regulates activities such as
dredging and filling in wetlands, flood protection, stormwater management, site grading, building
dams and reservoirs, waste facilities, power plant development, power and natural gas transmission
projects, oil and natural gas drilling projects, port facility expansion projects, some navigational
dredging projects, some docking facilities, and single-family developments such as for homes, boat
ramps, and artificial reefs.
s Sector plans, developments of regional impacts, and county comprehensive plans are all reviewed
currently and FWC provides conditions that would be beneficial to the Santa Fe cave crayfish.
¢ The Santa Fe River basin is listed as Outstanding Florida Waters {OFWs) in Rule 62-302.700(9), F.A.C.
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*  Permits will be issued only under limited and specific circumstances, in cases where there is an
immediate danger to the public’s health and/or safety, including imminent or existing power
outages that threaten public safety, or in direct response to an official declaration of a state of
emergency by the Governor of Florida or a local governmental entity. Applications submitted for
this permit must include all information that is required from any other applicant seeking a
permit, along with a copy of the official declaration of a state of emergency, if any. This permit
process may be handled after the fact or at least after construction activities have already
started. An intentional take permit may be issued for such purposes.

Aversive Conditioning
* Not applicable for the Santa Fe cave crayfish.

Permits Issued for Harassment
* Not applicable for the Santa Fe cave crayfish.

Scientific Collecting and Conservation Permits

*  Scientific collecting permits may be issued for the Santa Fe cave crayfish using guidance found in
Rule 68A-27.007{2}{a), F.A.C. Activities requiring a permit include any research that involves
capturing, handling, or marking wildlife; conducting biological sampling; or other research that
may cause take. Santa Fe cave crayfish that are used for education and outreach events should
have a Scientific Collecting permit.

Considerations for Issuing a Scientific Collecting Permit
1} Is the purpose adequate to justify removing the species (if the project requires this)?

¢  Permits will be issued if the identified project is consistent with the goal of the Species
Action Plan {i.e., improvement in status that leads to removal from Florida’s Endangered and
Threatened Species List}, or addresses an identified data gap important for the conservation
of the species.

2) Isthere be a direct or indirect effect of issuing the permit on the wild population?
3) Will the permit conflict with program intended to enhance survival of species?
4)  Will purpose of paermit reduce likelihood of extinction?

*  Projects consistent with the goals of the Species Action Plan or that fill identified data gaps
in species life history or management may reduce the likelihood of extinction. Applications
should clearly explain how the proposed research will provide a scientific or conservation
purpose for the species.

5) Have the opinions or views of other scientists or other persons or organizations having expertise
concerning the species been sought?

6) Is applicant expertise sufficient?
¢  Applicants must have prior documented experience with this or similar species; applicants

should have met all conditions of previously issued permits.

Relevant to all Scientific Collecting for Santa Fe Cave Crayfish
* All scientific collecting surveys require a permit.
¢  FWC permit conditions will describe disposition of vouchered specimens and coordination on
genetic and disease studies.
¢ Spreadsheet and electronic submission is allowed. As a minimum, GPS coordinates (DD}, habitat,
date, time of day, number collected, disposition of specimens.
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